Snowtown Primary
and Preschool News
Term 1, Week 3 - 10th February 2021
DIARY DATES
AND REMINDERS

Principal News
We have had a magnificent start to the
2021 learning year. It has been exciting
to welcome the Snowtown Children’s
Centre staff and children to our facilities, partner with the Balaklava Community
Children’s Centre and to have a much needed service provided to the community.
This is a statewide innovation and an achievement that we should all be very proud
of.

Tuesday, 16th
February
Governing
Council AGM
7pm in the
Kickstart 2021 BBQ & Scavenger Hunt
Common Room It was wonderful to see so many families at
REMINDER

During Term 4 &
Term 1 in the case of
catastrophic fire
danger, the school will
be closed and the
school bus will not
operate. On all other
days, the school has a
Bushfire Action Plan
that sets out what we
do in the event of a
fire front approaching
the town. Part of this
plan is an identified
Refuge (School
Activity Hall) where
students and staff stay
until the front has
passed.

ASSEMBLIES

Assemblies are held at
2.40 pm under the
pool verandah on
Fridays.
Weeks 3, 6, 8, 11
ALL WELCOME
HATS
Students are required
to wear broad
brimmed hats outside
all year round.
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our Kickstart 2021 BBQ and
Scavenger Hunt. I have heard many positive comments about the night and the
opportunity to connect with all of our learning spaces and staff, connect with
other families, see some of the newly developed areas and enjoy the special prize
after completing the Scavenger Hunt.

SA Health QR Code
You will notice some new QR codes around the place. We are required to have all
visitors complete a sign in for SA Health either via the QR Code or the SA Health
pen and paper sign in and we also require a site sign in for our records via our sign
in book.

Thanks
A huge thank you to the Snowtown Craft Club for the donation of a
sewing machine. The sewing machine will be put to good use in the New
Tech area. I know that the mentors are already planning some sewing
activities.
Thank you to Des for cooking the BBQ at the KickStart 2021 night. It was a
warm night and we thank Des for volunteering his time so that we could all enjoy
the BBQ tea.
Thank you to the Snowtown IGA for generously donating sausages, bread and
ice-creams to the KickStart 2021 BBQ and Scavenger Hunt night. It looked
like everyone was really enjoying their Giant Twin or Proud as Punch after
being active during the Scavenger Hunt.

School Captain Speeches and SLT Announcements
We hope you can join us on Friday at 2.30pm to hear the School
Captain Speeches and the SLT announcements. The 6/7 class will
be running assembly under the pool verandah. Visitors will need
to sign in as they enter the James Road gate. As this is the last
year we will be having Year 7s we will be extending the
leadership opportunities and voting in two School Captains and
two Vice Captains from the 6/7 class.

Site Improvement Plan and Quality Improvement Plan
We are in the third year of our Site Improvement Plan and the second year of our Preschool
Quality Improvement Plan. Please see over the page for a summary of our goals for the year. A
more detailed plan will be available on our website.

“Hmmm that Barbecue smells delicious!” On Tuesday night our school
held a Meet, Eat and Greet night. It began at 5.30pm with a sausage
sizzle before we took our families through the school on a Scavenger
Hunt. In our own classrooms we had to show our parents four things
and then we were off to each part of the school. Once we had shown
our families around the school and had stickers in each of our boxes
we received a special prize, an amazing taste flooded our mouths, the
icecreams were scrumptious!
Written by Year 3/4/5 class

“Let’s get moving, quickly Dad!”
I yelled as we hurried off to
complete the Scavenger Hunt” –
Gracie S

Kickstart 2021
BBQ & Scavenger Hunt

“Quick, quick, come on I have so many
things to show you Mum” – Hazel

“Hurry, let’s keep going, stop
talking we have all these
other areas to visit” - Zahara

Banana Milkshakes…..yum!!!

3/4/5 The Olympics
This year in the Year 3/4/5 class we are looking to achieve a gold medal year. We are learning
about the Olympics this year. We began our Olympic learning by looking at pictograms. People use
pictograms at the Olympics because not all the competitors speak the same language and they need
to know where everything is. Once we looked at these we made our own pictograms. Harry made a
pictogram of himself diving into the swimming pool, Maddox made a pictogram of himself doing
archery and Gracie made a pictogram of herself swimming in the swimming pool. These have been
put up on our classroom door so that you know we are all here together. Have you seen any
pictograms in your home or while out shopping?
We are looking forward to learning about the games and
sport they play in the Olympics. We wonder what the
mascots for the Toyko Olympics will be?
Written by Gracie, Maddox and Harry

New year 3/4/5 students
We are lucky enough to have three new
students in the Year 3/4/5 class this year.
Their names are Zahara, Shakira and Silas.

Hi, my name is Zahara and I am in
Year 5. I moved to Snowtown in
December last year on my sister’s
birthday. The coolest thing about this
school is there is a swimming pool. I
have never had a swimming pool at a
school before. I hope to be on SLT this
year.

Hi, my name is Silas and I am Zahara’s
brother. I am in Year 4. I am looking
forward to going on camp this year.
My favourite colour is green and I
really like playing football and soccer. I
like this school because the nature play
area is fun.

Hi, my name is Shakira and I am in
Year 5. I like this school because I have
a nice big classroom and the swimming
pool is amazing! My favourite animal is
a dog and I have two dogs, a cat, two
turtles and two pet fish.

Visualisation

Our whole school has been focusing on the reading comprehension strategy of visualisation.
In the Year 3/4/5 class we have been learning about how visualisation can help us
understand what we read. Visualisation is about picturing an image in your head when you
read a piece of writing.
If you’re reading a book and then see the movie it won’t be the same because you think
differently than the producer, your visualisations will be different and that’s okay,
everyone is different. You need to make sure your writing is clear and easy to follow so
that the reader can picture images in their head. Adding details and description into our
writing is important as it helps the reader make a clearer picture in their mind.
We each created detailed paragraphs about stories from our weekend, a time from our life
or from our imagination. After we had written these paragraphs we handed them to other
students and then they drew what they visualised in their heads when reading our writing.

By Addison Dejshan
and Harper
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Treat others the way you
want to be treated
In our school we are focusing on the orange poster
of “Treat others how you would like them to treat
you”. This means that it is important to be
respectful even if people act or look different to you. It is also important not to
laugh at people when they are hurt. When people hurt themselves help them and
see if they are okay. Help others with their work if they need some help. When
people are not sure or don’t know what to do we should
offer to help them.
Remember to be kind to people and they are more likely
to be kind to you too.

Written by Blake, Alex, Gracie M and Peter

Pastoral Care Worker News
WELCOME

to our “Newbies” to school and town!

We are glad you have chosen the Snowtown community.
We look forward to you feeling a real sense of belonging.
Welcome back to everyone already enjoying this “Have- a-go” friendly and supportive
community!
(I was new last year and the community has been so easy to love being a part of.)

Our school is here for families because we value our students highly. They deserve the best and we
aim to be ‘on-track’ to enable that vision.
I’m Sandra, the Pastoral Care Worker, at school on Mondays and Tuesdays.
You’ll see me around the yard at the start and end of the school day.
If you’d like, you can get in touch with me also through the school office.
My email is: Sandra.Vangsness342@schools.sa.edu.au

I really like getting to know the whole family of our students. Please come and say Hi!
My role is to support your children and family in any way I can.
I personally benefited heaps from a variety of people in my community
when we were raising our children.

I actually needed that support, because parenting was a real journey into
the unknown for me.
I’m still learning lots from the parent/carers of our school students.
Blessings, and See You!

Sandra
SPS CONCERT &
PRESENTATION NIGHT DVD
ORDER
If you would like to purchase a copy
of the SPS Concert and Presentation Night the
Governing Council are selling them for $5 each.
Name - ……………………………………………………
If your child/ren would like to use this service they
will need to bring their lunch in an alfoil container or
wrap their food in alfoil so the food can be heated in  ………………………………………………..………………………....
the pie warmer ready to eat at lunchtime.
How Many Copies - …………………………………….
Please avoid sending your child to school with
food that needs to be microwaved on other
days of the week.

Cost - …………@ $5 each = $…………………………
Payment must be enclosed with above slip to place your
order by 19th February 2021.

2021 Governing Council
The 2021 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Snowtown
Primary School and School Based Preschool Governing
Council will be held on Tuesday, 16th February at 7pm.
Governing Council meetings are held twice per term.
Roles and Responsibilities of the Governing Council include:



Work with the Principal to set and support the direction
and vision of the school and preschool



Work with the Principal to monitor and review the site
improvement plan (education outcomes/priorities)



Develop and approve local policies



Be the employing authority of Out of School Hours Care
(OSHC) and Canteen services if applicable



Represent the parents/caregivers/families within the
school community
Be part of an interview panel, for OSHC/canteen and in the
case of Principal appointments the Chairperson usually
takes this role
Governing Council members are proactive, respectful,
maintain confidentiality and able to work collaboratively
with other Governing Council members, school leadership,
staff and other school stakeholders. The 2020 office
bearers of chairperson, deputy chair, secretary and
treasurer will be elected at our first meeting of the 2020
Governing Council.

Nominations are required to fill Parent (2 year term)
and Community (elected yearly) representatives.
In 2021 the following Councillors will be continuing Jemma Michael, Kerry-Ann Cocks, Bernie Altmann, Nick
McCormack, Amanda Harris, Belinda Stringer, Sarah
McGregor, Emma Cronin & Hayley Flynn.
Katrina Ebsary and Megan McGregor
have completed a two year term and are available for
re-election.
I wish to nominate for a position on the Snowtown
Primary School and School Based Preschool Governing
Council. I understand that the tenure of this position is
for a period of 2 years.
I am aware that in the event we have more than the
required nominations, elections will be convened at the
AGM of the Governing Council to be held on Tuesday,
February 16th , 2021.
Further details about the Governing Council Constitution
and Code of Practice for Councillors can be obtained by
contacting the school.



I am not an undischarged bankrupt and do not
receive a benefit of a law for the relief of insolvent
debtors.



I have not been convicted of an offence of
dishonesty or of a sexual nature involving a
minor, or of violence against a person.

Name …………………………………………………………
Signature …………………………………………….
Seconded by (Name) ……………………………………………
Signature …………………………………………….
Date ……… / ……… / 2021
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE FRONT OFFICE BY
MONDAY, 15th FEBRUARY, 2021.
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